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The two main strands of work are:

» Using local weather covariates to
explain the survival of wild animals with
applications to Blackbirds (Turdus
Merula) and Brent Geese (Branta
bernicla).

» Applying a variable selection technique,
the lasso, to ring-recovery data to aid the
difficult task of covariate selection.
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One particular application of local
weather covariates examines the
survival of blackbirds in Germany.

Weather maps (see figure) are
produced, using thin plate splines, to
estimate the temperature and rainfall
at specific locations. This produces an
individual local weather covariate.



